
A LIFELINE could be
in the pipeline for
Ashby hospital as a
charity has come for-
ward with a request
to utilise the build-
ing.

Hospice Hope, which cur-
rently runs two small cafes
offering support to people
with cancer and other life-
threatening illnesses, have
submitted a request to use
the building to keep it alive.

People across Ashby and
the surrounding area have
come forward to support the
charity in their bid.

Dr Geoff Foulds, who is
behind the campaign to
utilise the building said: "One
in three people will die of can-
cer, even more will die of
other illnesses, we want to
help people by offering a sup-
port service for bereavement,
counselling and therapy ses-
sions to give people the sup-
port they need through their
illness.

"With the charity being
based in the hospital, it will
give people a focal point to
rally around and although it
does not bring back Ashby
and District hospital, it will

still be used to help and sup-
port people not just in Ashby
and Coalville but the whole of

North West Leicestershire."
"We are looking for more

people to get behind us as we
know if we get this building,
we can offer so much to the
people of North West
Leicestershire."

Currently the charity has
submitted their requests to
the LPT.

The plan is to not use it for
a place "where people die" but
as a place of support and care
for those suffering with termi-
nal illnesses.

Andrew Bridgen, MP for
North West Leicestershire is
behind the campaign.

He said: "I met with the
Leicestershire Partnership

Trust to discuss the concerns
being put forward regarding
changes to the delivery of
local health services.

"The current situation is
the inpatients unit at Ashby
District Hospital has now
been closed and the staff have
been redeployed to places
such as Coalville Hospital.

"I will be continuing to
examine the feedback of
patients.

"If Ashby Hospital is to
change use, I would prefer it
to be for a medically-based
charity such as Hospice Hope
as there is a real need for pal-
liative care treatment in this
area."
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A FORMER police detective
from Coalville faces disci-
plinary action after dishon-
estly claiming over £3,000
in benefits.

Lee Anthony Smith, 43, a
serving police constable,
started claiming benefits
when he was sacked from
L e i c e s t e r s h i r e
Constabulary.

However, after a success-
ful appeal, he was reinstat-
ed but failed to tell North
West Leicestershire
District Council (NWLDC)
about a job he obtained as a
truck driver in the interval.

At Leicester Magistrates
Court last Wednesday
(October 8) Mr Smith was

ordered to pay £1,787,
including a £275 fine and
costs. He had already
repaid £3,000 in benefits he
was not entitled to.

His is also set to face dis-
ciplinary action by the
Force.

Councillor Nick Rushton,
portfolio holder for corpo-
rate at NWLDC said: “This
prosecution should serve to
reaffirm our stance on ben-
efit fraud here in North
West Leicestershire. It
doesn't matter who you are,
if you commit fraud you
will be punished.

"So I urge everyone
claiming benefits to keep
the council in mind when

your circumstances change
and to inform us immedi-
ately. Benefits are there to
support people when they
need it but when people
abuse them, we will find
out and we will seek to
prosecute.”

The court heard how Mr
Smith illegally claimed a
total of £2,791.89 in hous-
ing benefit, and a further
£399.40 of council tax bene-
fit between July 1, last
year, and January 24.

He joined Leicestershire
Police in 2002 after 12
years as a soldier and had
worked as an undercover
detective since 2006 help-
ing to secure more than 84

successful prosecutions.
In mitigation it was said

that he "admitted his guilt
at the first opportunity and
is extremely remorseful for
what has happened.

He also paid back all the
money within 48 hours.

A spokesman for
Leicestershire Police, said:
"We are aware of the court
case involving Police
Constable Lee Smith.

"The offences did not
involve PC Smith’s work for
the Force. He was placed on
restricted duties when the
allegations came to light,
and he will now be the sub-
ject of disciplinary proce-
dures by the force."

CHARITY COULD BE THE
LIFELINE FOR HOSPITAL
By NICK REID

Be Your Own Boss
event to be held

NWL Centres
classed as good

Copies of this local history book with men born and
brought up in the area are on sale from the Times Office,
Bridge Road in Coalville. Price £20.00

WAS £20.00 NOW £14.00

'GOOD' is the classification that
has been awarded to North West
Leicestershire District Council’s
Hermitage and Hood Park Leisure
Centres.

Quest, the leisure industry
quality scheme that assesses and
encourages centres to maintain a
high standard across the country,
has awarded the centres the sec-
ond highest rating.

The assessment runs on a two
year cycle which includes a mys-
tery visit and a two day assess-
ment in the first year. A year later
the centre will have a choice of a
Net Promoter Closed Loop Survey
or another mystery visit and a one
day review.

The standard ensures that the
customers will benefit as they see
their leisure centre continually
striving to improve its service
based on their needs.

Staff are also motivated to gain
a better understanding of their
roles in order to better serve the
customers.

Councillor Alison Smith MBE,
deputy leader and portfolio holder
for community services at North
West Leicestershire District
Council said: “We have an excel-
lent leisure team running the cen-
tres across the district who are
always striving to provide a com-
petitive service and work con-
stantly to improve it for the cus-
tomers.

“Being rated as ‘good’ by Quest
is fantastic news and is something
we have known for a long time. We
know we provide a high standard
of service to our customers and
now this has been officially recog-
nised which is great.”

A FREE advice session is being
hosted in Swadlincote by the
South Derbyshire Business Advice
Service about how to be your own
boss.

People interested in becoming
entrepreneurs or self-employed
will be provided with advice on
legal structures and marketing to
tax and VAT, providing a compre-
hensive introduction for anyone
undertaking a business venture.

The business advice service
supported by South Derbyshire
District Council, is being held at
Sharpe's Pottery Museum in West
Street, between 1pm and 4pm on
Friday, October 17, and will also
deal with any grants or loans that
people may be eligible for in their
chosen career.

Councillor Bob Wheeler, leader
of South Derbyshire District
Council, said: “We are blessed
with a wide range of entrepre-
neurial talent here in South
Derbyshire, whether it be in the
food sector, retail, engineering or
manufacturing.

“Part of the South Derbyshire
Business Advice Service’s role is to
help identify and nurture the
area’s business success stories of
tomorrow, and this free event is
one excellent way of doing that.”

The South Derbyshire Business
Advice Service also offers free one-
to-one business advice to both new
and existing businesses in South
Derbyshire.

David Richards, one of the
advisers with the South
Derbyshire Business Advice
Service, said: “This event is prin-
cipally aimed at people who are
very much at the early stages of
either thinking of going into busi-
ness or who have recently started
out and want a little additional
guidance.

“It covers everything from con-
tact with HMRC through to taxa-
tion issues, marketing, business
planning and the critical area of
finance.”

PLANS to change a games area
in Coalville to public open space
have been approved by planning
chiefs at North West
Leicestershire District Council.

Earlier this month, the Times
reported that residents living on
Lillehammer Drive were worried
that plans to take down the
Multi-uses Game Area (MUGA)
(basketball court), in
Lillehammer Drive, would do
nothing to halt unruly young-
sters making noise and flouting
the law.

At a planning committee
meeting on Tuesday, October 7,
council chiefs decided to approve
the application which would see
the MUGA site replaced with
open space and rebuilt at a
"more suitable" spot within
Coalville.

Cllr John Legrys, who repre-

sents Coalville on North West
Leicestershire District Council,
said: "No matter what the out-
come was to this application,
someone was going to be disap-
pointed.

"I am pleased for the children
on the estate as they need some-
where to kick a ball about.

"Society is saying they no
longer want children cooped up
indoors watching TV and videos.

"We want children out playing
using pullovers for goalposts and
now we have public open space
where they can do this.

"If this still creates anti-social
behaviour, if we are finding older

teenagers coming around caus-
ing problems, we are going to
have to think again."

No hard and fast plans have
yet been made to decide where
the MUGA will be relocated to
within Coalville.

Scotlands Playing
Fields is being considered
as a possible relocation
site and this will be sub-
ject to immediate neigh-
bour and user group con-
sultation and engagement.

Karen Coldham, who
lives on Adam Morris Way,
just off Lillehammer
Drive, believed that
changing the site to open
space will not stop anti-
social behaviour.

She said: "It will make
no difference and my main
concern is the safety of the

children, as they are playing out
until late at night, climbing
walls and doing all sorts of
things.

"Somebody is going to get hurt
and I hope something is done
before this happens."

FORMER OFFICER TO FACE ACTION
OVER DISHONEST £3K BENEFITS

Plans for Multi-use Games Area are passed by council

Dr Geoff Foulds

Campaign to use building as a support service has received backing from MP Andrew Bridgen


