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COUNCILLORS in Ashby
have supported a chari-
ty's request to use the
Ashby and District
Hospital building, since
its closure was
announced earlier this
year.

Council members from Ashby
Town Council and North West
Leicestershire District Council have
pledged their support to Hospice
Hope, after the Times reported last
week that they planned to use the
hospital as a base.

They feel that keeping the hospi-
tal open in some way is better than
losing it altogether.

Cllr John Coxon, member of Ashby
Town Council, said: "Any use of the
building would be good because I
think it is sad that the hospital is not
being used.

"I have written to the health peo-
ple on behalf of the town council to
get them to come and explain them-
selves, as we are not happy with the
explanations given for closing the
hospital.

"The hospital is close to people's
hearts, I just think it is a very sad
loss the lose it, keeping it alive is the

key point."
The NHS West Leicestershire

Clinical Commissioning Group decid-
ed to close the hospital in May, as
they deemed it "not fit for purpose"
after conducting a consultation.

Since then, the Ashby Civic
Society has come forward with their
own survey of the people of Ashby
about the 117-year-old building, in
an attempt to keep it alive.

Hospice Hope, which runs two
small cafe sessions offering support
to people with cancer and other life-

threatening illnesses, now wish to
use part of the building as their base
to support people in North West
Leicestershire.

Cllr Graham Allman, who repre-
sents Ashby Holywell on North West
Leicestershire District Council, said:
"Palliative care is extremely impor-
tant and the more we can bring in,
the better it will be for the town.

"I am a patient of the hospital
myself and I receive excellent atten-
tion from them.

"Anything that is going to help the
community has got to be good.

"It will be good to see the building
being used, it is well built and one of
Ashby's landmarks.

"I am all for the building being
used, to lose it completely will be a
disaster for the community."

Despite the civic society's survey
and the request from Hospice Hope,
no decisions have been made about
the future of Ashby's hospital.

A spokesman from the
Leicestershire Partnership NHS
Trust, the authority which controls
the building, said: "Confidential and
commercially sensitive discussions
with a number of parties are ongoing
and it would be inappropriate for the
LPT to comment further."

HOSPICE HOPE HAD PREVIOUSLY SET OUT THEIR PLANS FOR THE BUILDING

By NICK REID I am all for the building
being used, to lose it 
completely will be a disaster
for the community -
Cllr Graham Allman
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COUNCILLORS IN FAVOUR
OF HOSPITAL LIFE-SAVERVotes now open

for £20k grant
THE voting of North West
Leicestershire District Council's
£20,000-for-Seven initiative is now
live.

People can vote on how they want
funding to be distributed in their
community with the seven most
popular applications, one in each of
the seven areas, awarded £20,000
for their community project.

There are also £10,000 awards
which will be allocated to the seven
most popular community projects.

The projects on the shortlist
include a youth activity provision in
Castle Donington and a new com-
munity centre in New Bardon.

Ashby Bath Grounds also seeks
to create an all-weather, pedestrian
friendly path around the grounds.

Councillor Richard Blunt, leader
of North West Leicestershire
District Council, said: “This is a
wonderful project, which I have
supported from the start.

"With voting now open, we can
now see all of the applicants, and
there are some fantastic projects on
offer. So get onto the website and
cast your vote.

"This funding has the opportuni-
ty to change entire communities so
use your vote wisely.”

The £20,000-for-Seven campaign
was launched by the council as part
of its empowering communities
agenda to help communities help
themselves.

Wendy May, community focus
team leader, said: “We have had
some very exciting applications.

"Every corner of the district got
involved so log on, vote today and
make these dreams a reality for the
people of North West
Leicestershire.”

The closing date is Sunday,
November 9, with the result expect-
ed in December.

To vote visit:
www.nwleics.gov.uk/pages/247vote

DON’T FORGET

PUT YOUR CLOCKS
BACK 1 HOUR ON
SATURDAY NIGHT

HONOURED
Church Gresley teen
Robert is appointed 
cadet of the year
SEE PAGE 8

FIRST DAY
Smiles all round for 
youngsters as they start 
their new schools
SEE PAGES 14 & 15

HONESTY
Whitwick’s Ron and Iris
reveal the secrets to
60 years of marriage
SEE PAGE 2

To find out more please see page 11
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Cash paid for good quality low mileage cars


