
Firstly, our thanks go to 
everyone who bought 
a ticket for our 2014 
Christmas Raffle, which 
raised £1,106.00.   
 
 

In January we were 
delighted to receive a 
cheque for £4,124.00, 
presented to Dr Geoff 
Foulds by Willesley 
Park Golf Club Ladies’ 
Captain, Karen Burton.  
Our sincere thanks go 
to all the members who 
took part in the many 
fundraising events 
throughout Karen’s 
Captaincy year.  

Finally, over 160 
people attended the 
Charity Music Night 
at Ashby Sixth 
Form College on 
6th February and 
were wonderfully 
entertained by Ashby 
School Big Band, 
Concordia, singer 
Jade Lamey and trombonist Sam Dye, showcasing the 
brilliant local talent that we have.  Including bar takings 
and the raffle, the evening raised £2,046.00.

Latest News:  
Sarah Monaghan and friends are running this April’s Wolf 
Run in memory of Sarah’s Mum, Jude, for Hospice Hope.  
Please see our website for more information and details 
of how to support Sarah.
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Welcome from Dr Geoff Foulds, Chair of Hospice Hope
As the days grow longer and the crocuses and snowdrops bloom, I would like to wish you all a welcome to Spring 
and bring you up to date with developments at Hospice Hope. Our aspiration to takeover at Ashby District Hospital 
seems to be fading as the Health Authorities seem determined to sell off the hospital to the highest bidder. I attended 
a public meeting on 26th February at Ivanhoe School and spoke on behalf of preserving the hospital, especially 
for our use. I was opposed by our MP, Andrew Bridgen, who suggested that local doctors were responsible for not 
preserving the hospital for community use. However the building is owned by the Leicestershire Partnership Trust 
and it is their decision to close the hospital and dispose of the buildings. Over 200 people attended the meeting and I 
was warmed by their support for our cause. 

We are now investigating the possibilities of purchasing land and having a new facility built. Also, we may well 
have found our first retail shop in Ashby, enabling us to raise even further our profile in North West Leicestershire. 
Negotiations are well underway and hopefully we may well be able to open the doors later this year. We have been 
pleased with regards to the progress we have made over the last 12 months, with many organisations choosing 
to support us when carrying out local events. Please keep in touch with news from the charity on our website and 
Facebook page.

These are exciting times for us all as we move towards our eventual goal to help the people of North West 
Leicestershire who suffer with life limiting illness to obtain and benefit from the facility that we are going to provide for 
them in the near future. With your help we can achieve the goal to make 2015 the year when our dreams become a 
reality. Thank you. 
 
Dr Geoff Foulds, MB Chb FRCGP DRCOG - Chair of Hospice Hope

Fantastic Support Received by the Charity



Membership News
We would like to thank all of our many existing 
members for renewing their membership in 2015.  
If anyone is thinking of becoming a member it is a 
very simple process, costs only £5 per person and 
there are good reasons to do so:

•	 You are making a valuable contribution to our 
fundraising efforts

•	 You can vote at the Annual General Meeting in 
May

•	 There are opportunities to become a more 
active member, if you wish

But you will get much more than that. By being a 
member you are part of a close knit, caring family 
– Hospice Hope. North West Leicestershire is a 
very special community, and you will be helping us 
to reach our next goal, namely to open a Day Care 
Centre for people affected by a life limiting illness, 
which our area badly needs. 

A membership application form can be downloaded 
via our website.  If you can’t print out the form, 
please email your details to info@hospicehope.org.
uk and a form will be posted to you. 

Once your payment has been confirmed, you will 
receive a receipt and membership card (by post).  

If you have any queries please email Jane Hagreen, 
Charity Administrator, at: info@hospicehope.org.uk 

News from Hospice Hope
Lights of Love 2014
On Sunday 7th December, Hospice Hope held their 
14th Lights of Love service.  It was a wonderful 
occasion with around 250 people travelling to the 
Ferrers Centre, near Staunton Harold.  

The central and most poignant part of the service is 
the reading out of the names of departed loved 
ones and the placing, on the Ferrers’ Christmas 
tree, a tag with their names and a short message.  
Over 150 tags were hung, which was wonderful to 
witness. Our 2015 Lights of Love service will take 
place on Sunday 6th December.

London Marathon 2015
Not just one, now we’ve got two runners in this 
year’s Virgin London Marathon!

Matt Yates is now being joined by Matt Joyce, who 
was lucky enough to gain a place by the heavily 
over-subscribed ballot system. A veteran runner, 
Matt (J) is very familiar with the London Marathon 
having run it previously in 2013 in a hugely 
respectable time of 4 hrs and 32 seconds and is 
a regular at the area’s local Parkrun at Conkers, 
as well as having ran in many local, national and 
oversees distance events.

Both runners have set up their own online donation 
pages via Virgin Money Giving (see details below) 
if you wish to show your support – and you never 
know, look out for them on the day via the BBC 
coverage. Both will be wearing Hospice Hope 
running vests.

Good luck guys and thank you!

AGM Date for 2015
Our 2015 Annual General Meeting will take place at 
Hood Park Leisure Centre, Ashby de la Zouch on 
Tuesday 12th May at 7.30pm.  

Further details will be available on our website and 
Facebook page in due course.

Matt Yates(left), has already 
raised over £1,000 for Hospice 
Hope via his charity calendar 
and Christmas event.  Matt is 
pictured at the end of the 2014 
London Marathon. Support him 
at ww.virginmoneygiving.com/
MattYates 

Matt Joyce (right) in the home 
stretch of the 2013 London 
Marathon.  Support him at 

www.virginmoneygiving.com/
MatthewJoyce1



Support Cafés

Ashby Health Centre 
Hospice Hope will be in the main foyer from 
8.30am to 11.30am on the following dates, where 
our knowledgeable volunteers will be on hand to 
answer any questions about the charity and our 
Support Cafés.

•	 Monday 13th April

•	 Monday 10th August

•	 Monday 14th December

If you are a GP or Practice Manager and could 
spare some space for our information stand at 
your Surgery, then please contact us at support@
hospicehope.org.uk

Ashby de la Zouch
Café Leader: Susan Stobbs

Legion House, South Street
Every Friday from 1.30pm - 4.00pm
Closed for Easter on Friday 3rd April  

Coalville & Whitwick
Café Leader: Ann Bottomley

Methodist Church, Hall Lane, Whitwick
Every Wednesday from 1.30pm - 4.00pm 

 
E: support@hospicehope.org.uk

Volunteer Thank You 
Evening:10th February  
 
Week after week the constancy and loyalty of our 
volunteers is demonstrated as they attend our 
Support Cafés and fund raising activities. It may be 
so easy for other charities to take their Volunteers 
for granted, but at Hospice Hope we never do this.  
‘Thank you’ is said on a regular basis, but from time 
to time it is necessary to do something more visible 
and tangible.
To demonstrate our thanks, Hospice Hope held a 
Volunteer ‘Thank You’ Evening on 10th February 
2015 at Packington Village Hall.  More than 50 
people attended including Volunteers, Partners 
and Trustees, being welcomed with a glass of 
champagne on arrival.  The evening was a social 
gathering rather than anything formal.
Dr Geoff Foulds opened the evening by welcoming 
everyone and saying “thank you” on behalf of the 
Hospice Hope Trustees. A slide show ran showing 
photos of the previous year’s activities and a short 
presentation was given, bringing everyone up to 
date on the current 2015 volunteer activities, of 
which there are plenty of opportunities ahead.
The evening culminated in a very pleasant surprise 
for all of the volunteers who were able to attend.  
David Marriott, a local business man and active 
supporter of Hospice Hope, had prepared gifts in an 
attractive bag branded with the Hospice Hope logo.  
Inside were some drinks, marketed by David’s 
company Cellar Trends, and a telephone remote 
battery charger, again branded with the charity’s 
logo. David and Geoff presented the gifts and 
brought the evening to a very positive end.

Pictured below:  
Dr Geoff Foulds (left) with David Marriott (right)

Support Cafés

Therapy Service 
 
We are pleased to announce that Complementary 
Therapies have returned to the Ashby Support 
Café after a short absence.  We are delighted to 
have back Andrea, Sharron and Paula to offer this 
popular and very beneficial service.
Therapies are being offered each week and the rota 
can be found online at: www.hospicehope.org.uk/
therapyservice. 
If you have not tried complementary therapies 
before, please see Sue or Jean at the Ashby 
Support Café, who will give you a brief explanation 
of what will happen and the benefits of the different 
therapies offered.  Before your first therapy session, 
you will be asked to complete a consent form, 
which will require some medical details.  This is to 
ensure that the therapy is suitable and safe for you 
to have.



Hospice Hope
Tel 07935 800 658

Email info@hospicehope.org.uk
www.hospicehope.org.uk facebook.com/hospicehope

Fundraising
 

 
Thursday 2nd April 
Valuation Day  
10am - 3pm, Robin Hood Pub, 
Swannington 
 
Saturday 9th May 
Spare Change Can Collection  
Co-Op, Ibstock 
 
Volunteers needed! Please contact 
us at info@hospicehope.org.uk 
 
Saturday 23rd May 
Plant Sale and Awareness Stall 
From 9.30am - 4pm, Ivanhoe 
School 
 
Event in conjunction with Friends of 
Ashby Bath Grounds, please come 
along to support or lend a hand.

 
Thursday 28th May 
Valuation Day  
10am - 3pm, Coalville Rugby Club 
 
Wednesday 24th June 
Coffee Morning  
10am - 12noon, Thringstone House 
Community Centre 

Sunday 12th July 
Ashby Show 
Cattows Farm, Heather 
 
Hospice Hope will be at the 
show all day, with games, cakes, 
information and a fantastic 
raffle. Please support your local 
agricultural show and come and 
visit our stall on the day.  More 
details about the Ashby Show can 
be found at www.ashbyshow.com

Thank you!
We have been fortunate to recieve 
some more large donations since 
our last newsletter, raised in very 
different ways:

Ann’s Coffee Morning

A fantastic turn-out for Ann’s Coffee 
Morning at New Lount Bowls Club, 
Gelsmoor on 29th October, resulted 
in a fantastic £1,330.00 being raised 
for Hospice Hope.

 

Packington Cricket Club

On 22nd November, led by Phil 
Buxton, members of the cricket 
club, dressed in their batting gear, 
raised £809.35 on their sponsored 
walk around the Ashby area and 
bucket collection on Market Street. 

 
Charity Burns Night 
 
Our thanks also go to Avril and 
Bill Wilson, along with their friend 
Glenys Morrice, plus Pete and 
Anna Harvey at the Bluebell Inn, for 
staging an excellent Burns Supper 
night on 24th January, which raised 
£365.00.

Registered Charity Number 1112869 
Registered Charity Address: 23 Ashby Road, Ravenstone, Leicestershire LE67 2AA

NCS: Frozen
It is always wonderful to report 
on young people becoming 
involved with the charity. And that’s 
exactly what happened when an 
enterprising group of 13 young 
people aged between 16 and 17 
from NCS (National Citizenship 
Service), attending Ashby School 
and King Edward VII School, 
Coalville, got in touch.   
 
Their idea was to organise a charity 
showing of Disney’s Frozen (the 
sing-a-long-edition) at Snibston’s 
Century Theatre on Sunday 16th 
November.  The event was such a 
success that a second performance 
had to be added on the day!   
 
All in all, the students raised  
£877.00, a fantastic effort.

Collections
As we go to press, our first ‘spare 
change’ can collection of the year is 
just about to take place at Morrisons 
Coalville from 18th - 20th March.  In 
advance, we’d like to thank all of 
our volunteers who are taking turns 
to help run the collection, and of 
course the generous shoppers! Our 
second collection is on Saturday 
9th May at Ibstock Co-Op, please 
support us if you can.

 
Donations 
 
As always, we are grateful for 
the generous support of many 
individuals and organisations in 
North West Leicestershire.  
 
Without your support we would 
not be in such a strong position to 
actively look for a suitable site for 
our Day Care Centre. Thank you. 


