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Hospice Hope 
Opens NEW Ibstock 
Support Café
Following on from the success of our Support 
Cafés in Ashby de la Zouch and Coalville / 
Whitwick, we are pleased to announce the 
opening of our third Café in Ibstock.  It will meet 
every Tuesday from 3rd November from 1.30pm 
until 4pm at the Methodist Church on Melbourne 
Road, Ibstock.  

A full write-up of our launch event, taking place  
on Friday 30th October, and updates of how the 
Café is progressing will feature online (on our 
website and Facebook page) and in our Spring 
newsletter. In the meantime you can read all 
about our new Café leader, Vera Harding, inside 
this edition.

Welcome
It is with some mixed feelings that I write this newsletter introduction.  
Since the last newsletter we have had a few ups and downs; something 
that happens with any organisation and family.  In September our Chair, 
Dr Geoff Foulds resigned.  Geoff opened many doors for us and his 
input will be very much missed.  Our Treasurer, Ian Fraser has resigned 
as a Trustee, but is continuing to look after our accounts until the AGM 
in May 2016.  We thank them both for their excellent service.  Most of 
you will know about our disappointment at withdrawing from the shop in 
Ashby, but it was the correct decision for the Charity.

The ups are many and of great significance, namely the opening of our 
third Support Cafe in Ibstock.  This has been in our plans for some time 
and with the support of Ibstock Methodist Church, it has happened.  We 
are delighted to welcome Vera Harding as our leader.  You can read 
more about Vera in her article on page 3.  Our existing Support Cafés 
in Ashby and Coalville/Whitwick continue to thrive and our thanks go to 
our volunteers for their hard work and dedication.  

The Trustees are working hard on seeing a Day Centre opened in 
North West Leicestershire.  This is something that we have planned for 
some time.  Now with an excellent business plan and input from local 
business people, we are focused on achieving our goal.  We have also 
been generously supported by many organisations during the summer, 
some of which you can read about inside.  

It is a privilege and delight to have the opportunity to work with so 
many excellent people and to see the Charity’s objectives of bringing 
pastoral care to those in our District who need and deserve it coming 
to realisation.  If you feel that you can help in any way at all, please 
contact us and we will be really pleased to meet with you.

Thank you for your support.

Stewart Shepherd 
Chair of Hospice Hope

 
Lights of Love 2015 - Leaflets containing 
all the information you’ll need to take part in our 
wonderful Lights of Love 2015 service are in the 
process of being sent out to all supporters by 
post (hand delivered where possible) or by email.   
 
Full details can also be found on our website, just 
go to ‘calendar’ then 6th December.  The 2015 
leaflet is available for you to download and print 
off at home.



News from Hospice Hope

Jim’s Tractor Run 
 

Despite the horrendous 
rain on the day, there was 
a great turn-out for Jim’s 
annual Tractor Run, which 
meandered through Ashby 
de la Zouch, and Fun Day 
at the Ashby Bath Grounds 

on Sunday 26th July.  This year featured a Fun Dog 
show, which proved to be very popular. 
 

Hospice Hope was delighted 
to have been chosen as the 
charity to benefit from this 
year’s event, and recently 
we were presented with a 
cheque for £1,500.00 by 
Jim Hoult, in addition to 
the £582.41 raised through 
gate collections and bucket 
donations on the day.  

Our thanks go to Jim and Gill Hoult and Julia Harley at 
Ashby Town Council for organising a splendid event.

Holiday Raffle 
 
Hospice Hope, with Villair Travel, Ashby de la Zouch 
(in conjunction with Travel2), are raffling one luxury 
holiday to the value of 
£3,500 and a European 
City Break to the value 
of £1,500 for two lucky 
winners.  
 
Tickets went on sale at 
the Ashby Show and have 
been selling steadily at 
events around the area.  
You may have seen the 
Hospice Hope marquee 
in Coalville and Ashby 
recently!  We’ll be on Market Street, Ashby on 12th 
December and back in Coalville on 19th December, 
with more dates planned for 2016 up to the draw date 
of 10th July 2016. 
 
To receive your book of raffle tickets, please email 
us at info@hospicehope.org.uk including your postal 
address and we’ll send these on to you.  More details 
about this amazing raffle, including all the necessary 
terms and conditions, can be found at  
www.hospicehope.org.uk/holidayraffle

Ashby Open Gardens 
 
A record 450 people attended the Ashby Open 
Gardens event on 4th and 5th July, enjoying 19 well-
maintained gardens and allotments in and around the 
town.  

A magnificent £2,500.00 was raised over the 
weekend, which was equally divided between Hospice 
Hope and Midlands Air Ambulance.

Pictured below is Trustee, Kate Last, receiving the 
cheque from members of the Ashby Open Gardens 
Committee at Jim’s Tractor Run.

Ashby Santa Fun Run 
and Walk 2015 
 
On 29th November, Ashby will see its first ever Santa 
Fun Run and Walk taking place around the town, 
supporting Hospice Hope plus other Rotary charities.

Organised by the 
Rotary Club of Ashby 
de la Zouch Castle, 
this all ability fun event 
will follow a 3km route 
around Ashby, starting 
and finishing on the Bath 
Grounds The emphasis 

is on a fun morning - all ages and abilities are 
encouraged to don their Santa Suit, complete with hat 
and beard (provided as part of the entrance fee). 

Prices are £10 for 
adults and £5 for under 
16s.

There’ll be a fun 
warm-up at 10.45 with 
the main event starting 
at 11am.

Enter online at www.ashbysantarun.com



Support Cafés

Support Cafés and Christmas Closures 
 

Ashby de la Zouch - Legion House, South Street
Every Friday from 1.30pm - 4pm

Closed Friday 25th December and 1st January 2016, re-opens Friday 8th January 2016 
 

Coalville & Whitwick - Methodist Church, Hall Lane, Whitwick

Every Wednesday from 1.30pm - 4pm
Closed Wednesday 23rd and 30th December, re-opens Wednesday 6th January 2016 

 
Ibstock - Methodist Church, Melbourne Road

Every Tuesday from 1.30pm - 4pm
Closed Tuesday 29th December, re-opens 5th January 2016

Volunteers for Ibstock 
 
We would also welcome enquiries from anyone 
interested in volunteering at Ibstock, either as 
a group supporter or volunteer driver. You can 
volunteer either on a weekly, fortnightly or even 
monthly basis. Healthcare experience is not 
essential, a kind, caring compassionate nature is 
most important. 
 
Full details of what is entailed in both positions 
can be found on our website (see ‘Volunteering’) 
or call 07935 800658 and the information can be 
posted to you, along with an application form.
 
For both positions there will be an informal 
meeting once we have received your application 
form and the opportunity to visit our Ashby or 
Coalville Support Cafés to see how they are run.  

Treasurer
Hospice Hope is also seeking a new Treasurer. 
The role involves the maintenance of financial 
records, providing sound financial advice and 
support to the Board of Trustees, plus attending 
a monthly Trustees meeting (currently held in 
Packington).
 
This would be an excellent voluntary opportunity 
for an experienced person, either currently 
in employment or retired, in the North West 
Leicestershire area. 
 
For an informal discussion about this role please 
ring Jan Shepherd, Secretary, on 01530 837267 
or see the details on our website.

Vera Harding 
 
Hello everyone! I was excited and honoured when 
invited to lead the new Hospice Hope Support Café 
in Ibstock.  Just to introduce myself, my name is 
Vera Harding, married to Bruce the blacksmith  and 
we live in Battram.  Our children, (Penny and Mark), 
have long grown up 
and left the nest, 
both married with a 
lovely  daughter each.  
Penny and Mark are 
qualified nurses as I 
am myself.  
Presently I am a 
community nurse 
in addition to my 
voluntary work as a 
Parish Nurse at Cross Hills Baptist Church, which 
involves providing emotional support to people 
living in the local villages.  As part of this role I 
started a group, The Olive Branch Club, which now 
has 20 members.  I also enjoy my role of Parish 
Nurse Educator.  
In my spare time I enjoy cuddling my cat Bengie, 
and walking in our beautiful countryside with my 
little dog Bella.  I am eager to start my new role at 
Ibstock and extend a warm welcome to anyone who 
would like to meet me there.  Just pop in for coffee 
or stay for the afternoon.

The Trustees of Hospice Hope would like to wish  
all our guests, volunteers and supporters  

a very happy and peaceful Christmas,  
with best wishes for the New Year.
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Fundraising
 

Sunday 29th November 
Ashby Santa Fun Run and Walk 
10.45am at the Bath Grounds 
 
To enter online, please go to: 
www.ashbysantarun.com

 
Saturday 5th December 
Christmas with Concordia 
7.30pm Holy Trinity Church  
 
A magical and festive evening of 
traditional carols and Christmas 
favourites. Tickets are £8 and 
available from Ashby Tourist 
Information Office.

 
Sunday 6th December 
Lights of Love 2015 
4pm at the Ferrers Centre 
 
We invite you to attend and 
dedicate a ‘Light of Love’ – 
whether in memory of someone 
dear to you or for someone who 
will be absent this Christmas but  
is still in your thoughts. 

Thank you!
Woodcote Primary School

Thank you to Mel Blythe and 
her class of Year 5’s, who 
raised £369.15 by serving 
afternoon tea in the School Hall 
on Friday 18th September.  

3 Peaks Challenge

Congratulations to Richard 
Moore, Terry Moore and Clive 
Palmer who battled against 
the elements to complete the 3 
Peaks Challenge on the 20th 
and 21st June, raising £1041.25 
for Hospice Hope.

 

Valuation Days 
 
Our thanks go to everyone who 
has supported our Valuation 
Days in 2015, especially 
Vanessa Savage from Hansons 
Auctioneers and the many 
Hospice Hope volunteers who 
have helped run them.  This 
year the Valuation Days have 
raised £443.75 - thank you! 

Ashby Rugby Club

Thank you to Hospice Hope 
supporter, Lisa McMenamin, 
who sold the surplus drinks 
donated to us by Matt Yates at 
the Ashby 7s event, raising a 
further £115.20.

Registered Charity Number 1112869 
Registered Charity Address: 23 Ashby Road, Ravenstone, Leicestershire LE67 2AA

Tennis Marathon
Sue Stobbs, Café Leader at Ashby, 
was delighted to be presented with 
a cheque for £1,023.00 by Ashby 
Castle Lawn Tennis Club following 
their 24 hour charity tennis match 
and Club Open Day in July.

Pictured are Alex Guzder, Bob 
Quinney (Chair) Sue and Tom Hall.

We would also like to thank: 

Darrin Morris and his team at 
ProPhysio, Ashby for raising 
£654.70 through their ‘Hands on for 
Hospice Hope’ event in June.

Sally Grice at Measham Family 
Funeral for donating £117.00 
raised through her tombola at the 
Measham Festival.

All the shoppers at Tesco, Ashby 
for donating £467.64 at our ‘Spare 
Change Collection’ on 16th July and 
all our volunteers for helping out!

Trevor Popay and fellow Whist 
players for raising £460.00 through 
Whist Drives held in Belton and 
Swannington.

Matt and Janet Joyce for 
requesting donations in lieu of 
presents at their recent wedding, 
which raised £596.25 (and 
congratulations to you both!). 
 
As always, we are grateful for 
the very generous support of 
many individuals, companies 
and organisations in North West 
Leicestershire.  

Postage Costs
Thank you to our Volunteers

Many of you will have recently 
received your Hope & 
Remembrance and Lights of Love 
2015 information leaflets hand 
delivered through your letterbox.  
We would like to thank all our 
volunteers who offered to deliver 
these envelopes in their local areas, 
saving us many hundreds of pounds 
in postage costs.


