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Hope House 
Hope House is everything that we had hoped for......full of smiles, laughter, support and wonderful people. Our 
guests continually tell us how much better they feel for attending and some are positively blooming.  It just 
shows the importance of social interaction, a change of scenery and being amongst people who have the time to 
listen and show they care.  Two of our guests, Harry and Dot, have put down in words what Hope House means 
to them personally and we would like to share this with you all. 

“Having started going to Hope House in April 2017, it has given me confidence to 
cope with my illness.  You also make a lot of new friends.  It is a very nice place 
and lovely people that help you through the day.  We are picked up in a car and 
then greeted by Linda the Leader, who makes you feel at home.  We also have 
more very nice volunteers that look after us.  We play games, knit and chat to 
one another.  We also have a lovely meal cooked by Sue, who makes sure we 
get enough food.  Not forgetting Glen who gives you a lovely massage, which is 
very relaxing. Hope House is so important to me as it gives my husband a rest 
from having to do everything for me.”  Dot 

“Hospice Hope at Griffydam is run by wonderful and dedicated volunteers, the 
house itself is in a quiet place, surrounded by green fields and trees.  Guests are 
collected from home by volunteer drivers who show understanding for their 
passengers and bring them back home, safely.  Other volunteers provide a mug of 
tea or coffee, and there is a quiz or two, game of dominoes or scrabble, which I 
enjoy.  Massages are on offer, or there is a quiet room where you can have a chat 
to a volunteer about how you are feeling. Being a guest at Griffydam is a great help 
to me, my medical condition has resulted in 7 operations, two in the last five 
years,which has left me in constant pain.  The care given to me at Hope House 
helps me get through the day.  Thank you all for your understanding.” Harry

Hope House Details  
 

Open to Guests on Mondays and Thursdays 
(by referral only) from 10.30am - 3.30pm 

  
Office hours: Mondays and Thursdays 9.30am - 4.30pm 

 
Hope House, Lower Brand, Griffydam,  

Leicestershire  LE67 8HE 
 

Telephone: 01530 222 079 or 07483 124926 
Email: hopehouse@hospicehope.org.uk 

Fundraiser Vacancy  
 

Hospice Hope is actively looking to recruit a full-time, 
experienced fundraiser to work from home, but travel within 

the North West Leicestershire area.  This is a brand new 
position, created to generate additional income for Hospice 

Hope, to meet the growing needs of the charity as we 
expand our support services throughout the area. 

For more details, including a job description,  
please go to our website at:

www.hospicehope.org.uk/join-us



News from Hospice Hope
Volunteers Needed 
 
Volunteers play a huge part in Hospice Hope’s 
success by giving their time to assist guests at 
Hope House, run our three Support Cafés and to 
help out at events. It is a chance to be part of a 
wonderful and caring team, helping people less 
fortunate than yourself.
To enable Hope House and our Cafés to run 
smoothly and expand, we are looking for more 
volunteers to fulfil the following vital roles: 

Volunteer Drivers:
Enabling otherwise 
isolated local 
guests to attend 
Hope House or 
one of our Support 
Cafés by using your 
own car to transport 
guests to and from 

the venue. Petrol expenses will be offered, plus 
training in movement and handling. 

Hope House Guest Supporters:
Providing support and encouragement to our guests  
and assisting our Leader with daily activities on 
Mondays or Thursdays (a hot lunch is provided, but 
a small donation to the cost is appreciated). 

Support Café Group Volunteers:
Assisting our Café Leaders at one of our three 
weekly drop-in groups, spending time chatting to 
guests and serving light refreshments. 

Volunteers are asked to commit their time on a 
regular basis: weekly, fortnightly or even monthly 
and all the roles mentioned above are subject to an 
enhanced DBS check.  
Interested? Further details can be easily 
downloaded from our website at www.hospicehope.
org.uk/join-us or ring our Charity Administrator Jane 
on 07935 800 658 for an informal chat.

Promoting Hope House 
 
Over the last few months we have been making 
a concerted effort to promote Hope House and 
our three Cafés to local doctors, health care 
professionals and other medical organisations, so 
that they know about the support services we offer.
A number of trustees have attended forums held 
by the West Leicestershire Clinical Commissioning 
Group in the area and this gave the opportunity 
for Stewart to meet again with the Chief Executive 
and invite him to visit Hope House.  Toby Sanders 
visited on Monday 8th May and was accompanied 
by his senior Nurse for Palliative Care in the NHS, 
Arlene Neville.  Hope House was a real buzz that 
day with lots of guests and a full complement of 
volunteers caring for the guests and making them 
feel very special.  Toby and Arlene have committed 
to making the work of Hospice Hope better known 
and offered their full support of our work.  On 
that same day, two senior staff from LOROS 
also visited.  We have been greatly helped and 
supported by LOROS and we hope in the future to 
receive referrals from them.
In addition, Stewart and Linda have attended 
several Patient Participation Groups at local GP 
surgeries in Whitwick, Hugglescote and Belton, 
with Linda and I attending the Practice Managers 
meeting for surgeries in the Coalville and Whitwick 
area in July.
We trust that these meetings and the invitations to 
Hope House will result in much closer cooperation 
with the NHS services, Macmillan and LOROS, and 
hopefully referrals from 
doctors of any of their 
patients who they feel 
could benefit from what 
we are offering.
Jan Shepherd 
Secretary

Leaflets about Hope House 
and our three Support Cafés 
are readily available - if 
you would like copies for 
your GP surgery, any local 
community group, notice 
board or just to pass onto 
anyone you think we could 
support, then please get in 
touch by calling  
07935 800 658 or email  
info@hospicehope.org.uk 



News from Hospice Hope

Ashby Support Café 
 
On Friday 21st July, guests at the Ashby Support Café were treated 
to a good old fashioned ‘afternoon tea’ at the White Hart, just 
around the corner from Legion House.  Café Leader, Sue Stobbs 
said “A good time was had by all and lots of laughter thrown in. The 
White Hart looked after us very well and food was plentiful.”
Also, we would like to say thank you to Ashby Support Café 
volunteer Delyth Perry, who has recently raised over £700 for us 
by taking part in a charity ‘Wing Walk’. Delyth was strapped to a 
bi-plane doing ‘loop the loops’ - one very brave lady!!

Ann’s Coffee Morning 
 

Every October, Ann Bottomley 
(who is also the leader at our 
popular Coalville and Whitwick 
Support Café) runs a hugely 
popular Coffee Morning at New 
Lount Bowling Club.  2016’s event 
raised over £2,000!  This particular 

donation was used to fully equip our beautiful 
therapy room at Hope House. Ann has pledged to 
support the running of this popular service through 
future Coffee Mornings and we are pleased to 
announce that this year’s event will take place on 
Wednesday 25th October at New Lount Bowling 
Club, Gelsmoor from 10am.

Our Support Cafés 
 

Ashby de la Zouch Support Café
Café Leader: Sue Stobbs

Every Friday afternoon, Sue and 
her team welcome guests to the 
Ashby Support Café, which has 
been running since 2011.  Legion 

House has a small amount of dedicated car parking 
to the rear of the building.  Relaxing complementary 
therapies are available to guests at every session, 
plus occasional activities and speakers.

Coalville & Whitwick Support Café
Café Leader: Ann Bottomley

Every Wednesday afternoon, Ann 
and her team welcome guests to the 
Coalville & Whitwick Support Café, 
which has been running since 2013.  

The Methodist Church (which is adjacent to the Rugby 
Ground) has ample parking.  Twice a month, there is 
meditation and seated chair exercises on offer to those 
who wish to participate.

Ibstock Support Café
Café Leader: Vera Harding

Every Tuesday afternoon, Vera and 
her team welcome guests to the 
Ibstock Support Café, which has 
been running since 2015.  There 

is some parking available on Melbourne Road itself.  
Relaxing complementary therapies are available to 
guests at every session, plus activities.info@hospicehope.org.uk  www.hospicehope.org.uk

Registered Charitable Incorporated Organisation Number: 1169561 

Support for anyone affected by a life limiting illness  
in North West Leicestershire

Coffee  
Morning

The New Lount Bowling Club
Gelsmoor Road, Gelsmoor 

 
Entrance £3 per person  

includes coffee and cake 
Lots of stalls: cakes, plants, gifts and more

For details call 01530 223767  
or 07870 920 814

in aid of local charity

Wednesday 
25th October

10am - 1pm

All our Support Cafés run from 1.30pm until 4pm on 
their stated day.  They are run on a drop-in basis for 
patients and carers and it’s free to attend.
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www.hospicehope.org.uk facebook.com/hospicehope

Fundraising
 

Here are some dates for your diary 
for events happening until the end of 
the year.

Sunday 24th September 
Hope & Remembrance Service 
3pm at St John the Baptist Church, 
North Street, Whitwick

Our annual and much loved Hope 
and Remembrance Service at a new 
venue for 2017. Everyone welcome.

Wednesday 25th October 
Coffee Morning 
10am - 1pm at New Lount Bowling 
Club, Gelsmoor

For more details please see page 3 of 
this newsletter

 
Sunday 3rd December 
2017 Ashby Santa Fun Run & Walk 
11am start at the Bath Grounds

Once again Hospice Hope is 
delighted to be chosen as one of four 
local charities to benefit from this 
wonderful event, organised by the 
Rotary Club of Ashby de la Zouch 
Castle.   
 
For more details go to:  
www.ashbysantarun.com

Sunday 3rd December 
Lights of Love 2017 
4pm Ferrers Centre, Staunton Harold

Our annual gathering around the 
Christmas tree to remember loved 
ones.   
 
Further details will be sent out with 
the Winter Newsletter in November.

Thank you!
Ashby Open Gardens 
10th & 11th June

Another wonderful event by the 
Ashby Open Garden’s Society, 
which saw over 350 people (plus 
under 16s) visit the 18 ‘open’ 
gardens and Ashby Allotments, 
raising a total of £2,400.  The 
money has been equally divided 
between Hospice Hope and the 
Air Ambulance Service.

Ashby Lawn Tennis Club 

Saturday 8th July saw Ashby 
Lawn Tennis Club hold their 
Summer Fete on a glorious 
summer’s day. A 24 hour 
marathon tennis game also took 
place, alongside fun events for 
the family and tennis enthusiasts 
alike.  All monies raised at the 
event are being divided between 
Hospice Hope, Pancreatic Cancer 
Research and the tennis club.

A Night at the Oscars

Thanks to Ashby Rotary who 
staged a fundraising event for 
Hospice Hope at the Holy Trinity 
Church in Ashby on 8th July. 
Celebrating the 70th birthday of 
the Rotary Club, the night featured 
some of the best music from films 
over the past 70 years, brilliantly 
performed by the Ashby Concert 
Band.  Over £500 was raised on 
the night.

Registered Charitable Incorporated Organisation Number 1169561
Registered Charity Address: 23 Ashby Road, Ravenstone, Leicestershire LE67 2AA

Thank you cont.
On 13th July, a group of Rotarians, 
plus wives, representing Ashby 
Castle, visited Hope House to 
see the two rooms that their 
magnificent donation in March had 
specifically funded.  The group 
were thanked for their ongoing 
support both practically and 
financially. 

Jim’s Tractor Run 2017

A parade of around 100 tractors 
and vintage cars graced the streets 
of Ashby for Jim’s Tractor Run 
and family Fun Day. This event is 
organised by Jim Hoult, current 
Mayor of Ashby (pictured below), 
who has selected Hospice Hope as 
his chosen charity during his year 
in office.  Admission to the event 
was free, with visitors encouraged 
to make donations to Hospice 
Hope.  An amazing £1,378.91 was 
donated on the day!

Round up: Thanks also to Desford 
Striders Running Club, Ibstock 
Community Choir, the North West 
Leicestershire Netball League, 
Woodcote Primary School, 
Bluestone Fitness and many others 
for your wonderful donations over 
the past few months.


