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Local MP visits Hope House 
Hospice Hope were delighted to welcome Andrew Bridgen MP to Hope House on 
Monday 25th September.  Andrew has been a supporter, trustee and member of Hospice 
Hope for many years.  He has recently retired as a Trustee to become a Patron.
Andrew chatted with the guests and volunteers and was brave enough to take on some 
of the guests in a few games of dominoes.  How well he did is confidential information!  
Everyone was so pleased that Andrew found time to have lunch with us and try the 
excellent food prepared by our cook, Christine.
During a tour of Hope House, Andrew spent time seeing the wonderfully equipped 
therapy room and talking to our therapist Glen.  Afterwards he said how impressed he 
was with all of the work that has been done and the help that is being offered to people 
with life limiting illnesses in the local area. Both Hospice Hope and Andrew look forward 
to continuing their close working relationship in the coming years.

One of the great benefits of Hope House is that it stands in a beautiful rural spot with a large and interesting garden.  
One of the challenges of Hope House is that the garden takes a lot of work!  Over the last year, we have been helped 
by teams from Loughborough University, Ashby Castle Rotary and Ashfield Healthcare.  With Winter approaching, the 
garden naturally becomes dormant, but it will be all go once again come the Spring.
Recently, Bob Ferguson of Ashby Lunchtime Rotary, put together a funding bid to the Rotary Foundation to match the 
money raised at their Charity Golf Day at Willesley Golf Club.  We are delighted to learn this bid has been accepted 
and Hospice Hope will be presented with a powerful sit-on mower and a greenhouse fitted with automatic louvres and 
staging. We hope that our guests find the garden to be even more therapeutic, and maybe some will enjoy pottering 
about in our greenhouse. More information and pictures will follow in the next newsletter.
All the funded equipment will be available at Hope House, Griffydam and then moved to any future site run by 
Hospice Hope. If you have ‘green fingers’, some time to spare and would like to volunteer in the Hope House garden, 
please let us know.

Hope House  
 

Open to Guests on Mondays and Thursdays 
(by referral only) from 10.30am - 3.30pm 

  
Office hours: Mondays and Thursdays 9.30am - 4.30pm 

 
Hope House, Lower Brand, Griffydam,  

Leicestershire  LE67 8HE 
 

Telephone: 01530 222 079 or 07483 124926 
Email: hopehouse@hospicehope.org.uk 

Sunday 3rd December
4pm, Ferrers Centre 
Staunton Harold

Lights 
Love 2017

of

Your Lights of Love leaflet  
can be found with this newsletter



News from Hospice Hope
Become Involved 
 
One of the greatest satisfactions of being involved 
in a charity is when you see plans coming to fruition 
and guests saying how much they benefit from the 
support that Hospice Hope provides.
We are fortunate to have an excellent Board of 
Trustees, steering the long-term future of the 
charity, but there are always opportunities for you to 
join them.  
If you feel that you can bring commitment, ideas 
and expertise to this North West Leicestershire 
focused charity, then please contact me to find out 
more about becoming a trustee.
The same applies to our excellent team of 
volunteers, both at our Support Cafés and Hope 
House.  Our success does mean that we need 
more volunteers, drivers, fundraisers and helpers.  
You don’t need to be available every week, but 
a couple of hours as part of a rota would be 
magnificent.
If you are interested in becoming a trustee or 
volunteer, please contact us on info@hospicehope.
org.uk to find out more and we will be delighted to 
meet with you.
Stewart Shepherd 
Chair, stewart@hospicehope.org.uk

Annual General Meeting
Hospice Hope’s Annual General Meeting will take 
place on Tuesday 6th March 2018 at Heather Village 
Hall.  Everyone is invited to attend from 7pm, with 
formal proceedings starting at 7.30pm. This is your 
chance to hear at first hand about the charity’s work 
over the 18 months and plans for the future.  Further 
details will be available online in early 2018 and 
members will directly receive their invitations in early 
February.  Please ‘save the date’!

Hope & Remembrance 
 
On Sunday 24th September, for the first time, our 
Hope and Remembrance Service was held at St 
John’s Church, Whitwick.  Led by Reverend Liz 
Angell, it is our indoor service of remembrance for 
those who have gone before us.

Some 50 people 
attended the 
service, which 
was augmented 
by Concordia’s 
excellent singing.  
They chose two 

songs; ‘Loch Lomond’, which told of life’s journey 
and the beautiful ‘Agnus Dei’.  A candle was lit for 
those being remembered, and their names are 
being inscribed onto a scroll, which will be displayed 
in the Church until Christmas.

2017 Ashby Santa Fun 
Run & Walk 
 
Hospice Hope is yet again 
delighted to be one of the 
main charities to benefit 
from Ashby Castle Rotary’s Santa Fun Run and 
Walk 2017.  Last year saw a record 1,000+ Santas 
of all ages take to the streets of Ashby and the 
organisers are hoping for even more this year!  
Taking part is easy - just go to the official website 
www.ashbysantarun.com or look out for the Rotary’s 
stand on Market Street, Ashby over the coming 
weeks (for entries and suit collections).  
In March this year, the Rotary Club presented 
Hospice Hope with a magnificent cheque for £8000, 
which has been spent on fully furnishing our dining 
and quiet rooms at Hope House.

As this is the last newsletter of 2017, 
on behalf of the Trustees and staff at 

Hospice Hope, I would like to wish all our 
many guests, volunteers and supporters 

throughout the area, a very happy  
and peaceful Christmas.

Stewart Shepherd 
Chair of Hospice Hope



News from Hospice Hope

Data Protection 
 
At Hospice Hope we promise to keep any details we 
hold for you safe and will never swap or sell them. 
Supporters, guests, volunteers and members are sent 
copies of our Newsletter, event information and details of any new services. If at any time you decide that you 
don’t wish to hear from us, please contact info@hospicehope.org.uk, ring us on 07935 800 658 or contact the 
Fundraising Preference Service and your details will be removed from our postal / email lists. By entering your 
details on the Fundraising Preference Service website (www.public.fundraisingpreference.org.uk), or by calling 
the helpline on 0300 3033 517, you can choose to stop email, telephone calls, addressed post and/or text 
messages directed to you personally from a selected charity or charities.

Therapies 
 
At Hope House we are fortunate to have an on-site, 
qualified Complementary Therapist – Glen, who 
provides therapies in a dedicated room in a quiet 
part of the building.  Glen offers both aromatherapy 
massages and reflexology to our guests, with 
individual treatments lasting up to an hour, ensuring 
maximum relaxation and holistic benefits. As many 
of our guests have not received therapies before 
coming to Hope House, we thought we would share 
Richard’s experience:

“When I asked Richard his views on having 
treatments at Hope House, he said he was 
nervous at first as he would not have dreamt of 
having a treatment before becoming a guest. 
He said he found the treatments very personal 
and he felt that having taken the plunge and 
tried his first treatment of a neck, shoulder and 
scalp massage, he now looks forward to his 
treatments and no longer feels embarrassed 
to say he enjoys them.  Richard does find 
the properties of the individual essential oils 
that I use in the massages a little hard to 
understand, but the massage itself leaves him 
much more relaxed and energised and this is 
what he most enjoys.“

Our Support Cafés 
 

The Ashby Support 
Café will be out for their 
Christmas meal on Friday 
1st December.  The group 
meets for the last time 
in 2017 on Friday 22nd 
December and will meet for 
the first time in 2018 on 5th 
January.

All our Support Cafés run from 1.30pm until 4pm on 
their stated day.  They are run on a drop-in basis for 
patients and carers and it’s free to attend. 
 
Please find below details of each Café, including 
their closure dates in December and when each Café 
opens in the new year.

The Coalville & Whitwick 
Support Café will be out 
for their Christmas meal on 
Wednesday 6th December.  
The group meets for the last 
time in 2017 on Wednesday  
20th December and will 
meet for the first time in 
2018 on 10th January.

The Ibstock Support Café 
will be out for their Christmas 
meal on Tuesday 19th 
December.  The group meets 
for the last time at their usual 
venue in 2017 on Tuesday 
12th December and will meet 
for the first time in 2018 on 
2nd January.



Fundraising
 

Here are some dates for your diary 
for events happening until the end of 
the year.

Sunday 3rd December 
2017 Ashby Santa Fun Run & Walk 
11am start at the Bath Grounds

Once again Hospice Hope is 
delighted to be chosen as one of four 
local charities to benefit from this 
wonderful event, organised by the 
Rotary Club of Ashby de la Zouch 
Castle.   
 
For more details go to:  
www.ashbysantarun.com

Sunday 3rd December 
Lights of Love 2017 
4pm Ferrers Centre, Staunton Harold

Our annual gathering around the 
Christmas tree to remember loved 
ones.  Further details have been 
enclosed with this newsletter - if you 
have received an e-version, please 
email info@hospicehope.org.uk to 
receive your leaflet through the post.

 
Sunday 17th December 
Carols by Candlelight 
6pm Chapel in the Valley Church, 
Griffydam

Just around the corner from Hope 
House!  
 
Tuesday 6th March 2018 
Annual General Meeting 
7pm Heather Village Hall

Everyone welcome - refreshments will 
be available on the night.  Plenty of 
on-site parking.

Thank you!
Rotary Charity Golf Day at 
Willesley Park

Friday 1st September was a 
lovely autumn day for all the 
golf enthusiasts who took part 
in the Rotary Club’s charity golf 
competition at Willesley Park Golf 
Club.

The day started off with bacon 
butties and coffee for the ten 
4-ball teams involved, including 
Hospice Hope’s own team.

In the evening, there was a sell-
out dinner for approximately 100 
people followed by a lively auction 
of goodies.

Hospice Hope will be the main 
recipient of the funds raised 
through this event, along with 
other local charities supported by 
the Rotary Club of Ashby, and our 
thanks go to them for organising 
such a splendid event.

Beesley’s Garden Centre

It was no surprise that when Carol 
Beesley visited Hope House she 
knew a number of our guests and 
they in turn knew her.  Carol and 
David Beesley have run Beesley’s 
Garden Centre,  Ravenstone for 
many years, have always actively 
supported our charity and made 
a very generous donation in 
memory of David’s Mum, Betty, 
who recently passed away.

 

Registered Charitable Incorporated Organisation Number 1169561
Registered Charity Address: 23 Ashby Road, Ravenstone, Leicestershire LE67 2AA

Thank you cont.
Coalville Male Voice Choir 
entertained a capacity audience at 
Ibstock Wesleyan Reform Church 
on Saturday 16th September.  
As part of the Church’s Harvest 
Festival, the mixed programme 
had the audience enthralled, 
amused and enchanted by turns.  
A rousing finale of Rule Britannia 
and Pomp & Circumstance had 
the audience singing along and 
working up an appetite for the 
delicious refreshments served after 
the Concert.  

Our thanks to the Coalville 
Male Voice Choir for their fine 
performance, to everyone who 
supported this wonderful concert 
and to the Wesleyan Reform 
Church for their generous donation 
in support of Hospice Hope.  

Our thanks go to Churches 
Together, Ibstock and Heather, for 
their recent donation of £300.00 
and to Bluestone Fitness Ashby for 
their ongoing support and donation 
of £175.00

Twitter

Did you know that Hospice Hope 
has an active Twitter account as 
well as Facebook page? If you 
would like to follow our tweets and 
re tweets then please go to: 
 
@Hospice_Hope - thank you!

facebook.com/hospicehope

         @Hospice_Hope

Tel: 07935 800 658
E: info@hospicehope.org.uk

www.hospicehope.org.uk


