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How to become a virtual charity!
I never thought that I would be writing those words nor having to consider what we might need 
to do if we had to close our four weekly Support Cafés and Day Centre at Griffydam, which is, of 
course, exactly what we have had to do.  We are still here, available to guests, volunteers and 
the wider community of North West Leicestershire.
Telephone calls and social media have become the essential way of keeping in touch and asking 
for help. Staff, trustees and volunteers are keeping in contact with guests and each other by 
letter, emails and phone calls  These contacts will not be a one off, but will continue throughout 
this time of isolation.  If you wish to respond to my emails, I will be delighted to hear from you! 
If you need any other help or support, again get in touch and we will signpost you to the correct support. It is a time 
when we can all help each other, certainly by taking note of the Government’s instructions, but also by keeping in touch 
and being kind.

It will be interesting to know how you are all filling these confined hours, please let us know.  
Personally I am making our garden fit for a Chelsea showing.  The cats love it and have appointed 
me a CLD - Cat Latrine Developer!
Looking forward to keeping in touch and meeting up again with you all, when the Coronavirus is 
defeated.
Stewart 
E: stewart@hospicehope.org.uk Tel: 01530 837267

Message from Dr Bill Spiegler
One of the most difficult things about our nasty little friend the Coronavirus is getting everything in perspective. Most of 
us, whatever our age and state of health, will live through this current pandemic relatively unscathed. The majority will 
suffer from a minor illness or will not even know that they have actually had the virus. Any deaths caused by it will of 
course be terribly tragic, but the risks of this happening to you or one of your family and friends is no more than the risk 
you or they take of dying of something else each year.
The Government is trying hard to slow the spread of the virus by its policies of self-isolation and social distancing so 
that the NHS can have all the staff, equipment and hospital beds to cope with a rising demand as the virus spreads.
On an optimistic note, it seems that there will soon be a simple test for anyone who actually 
recovered from the Coronavirus and is therefore immune. This will be a big breakthrough as this ever 
increasing number of people will be able to return to work without fear of infection. In the meantime, 
it is extremely important to follow all the Government guidelines about keeping yourself, your family, 
your friends and the whole community as safe as possible from infection. They can be found here: 
www.gov.uk/coronavirus

Dr Bill Spiegler, retired GP and Hospice Hope Trustee 



News from Hospice Hope
Heather Scarecrow Event 
 
Thanks to Heather Scarecrow Committee and everyone 
who attended their 2020 festival launch event at the St 
John’s Football Club on 13th March . It raised an amazing 
£214.64! Music at the event was provided by the Ibstock 
Community Choir and the Upbeats. Funds were raised 
by a well-stocked tombola, ‘Stand up Bingo’ game and 
donations. 
Sadly the organisers of the 2020 Scarecrow Festival have 
now cancelled the event, which was due to take place 
at the end of July. We sincerely hope that this and many 
other affected events will be back in 2021.

 

Summer Poetry Competition 
 
Hospice Hope is delighted to announce an exciting new summer poetry 
competition, which opens on April 6th for all children aged 7-14 and living in 
North West Leicestershire.  The theme is “Gratitude” or “I am grateful”.   A 
virtual workshop with creative activities accompanies the competition to offer 
children some thoughtful and creative space, something much needed in the 
present climate.  Children are encouraged to explore ideas around what this 
word means to them.  What are you grateful for?  What might someone who 
lives with a life limiting condition be grateful for?  How similar are we?
As well as the competition being judged by a panel of professional writers, 
we also have some excellent prizes to be won, which will hopefully spread 
some smiles during an exceptionally challenging time for us all.
We hope that you will look out for us on social media, encourage your 
children and grandchildren to participate in the competition, learn and create 
through the virtual workshop and also tell us the three small things you are grateful for each day using the 
hashtag #3things4hope.
More details can be found through the charity’s website at www.hospicehope.org.uk or by emailing  
liz@hospicehope.org.uk.
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Fundraising during the 
COVID-19 outbreak 

During this difficult time all of our community fundraising 
events are cancelled. However, it is still possible to 
support Hospice Hope from the comfort of your own home 
in the following ways:
Donations – these can be made online via our donations 
button on our website in the top right hand corner or 
simply post us a cheque to our registered address!
Raise funds through Easy Fundraising (for online retail 
shopping) and Ziffit (buying your unwanted books, cds 
and dvds) - details on our website under ‘Latest News’.
Membership – you can become a member of Hospice 
Hope for just £5.00 a year.  This will give you access 
to regular newsletters, updates and voting at our AGM.  
Details on our website under the ‘Join Us’ tab. 

Data Protection - You are being sent this newsletter as in the 
past you have supported the charity in some way, requested 
information or accessed our services.  If you would prefer 
us not to contact you in the future, please let us know by 
telephoning 07935 800 658 or emailing info@hospicehope.org.
uk   Alternatively, you can contact the Fundraising Preference 
Service in confidence on 0300 3033 517.
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Children’s Poetry Competition
Open to all children aged 7 - 14  

Living or at school in North West Leicestershire

For full competition details please:
Email - liz@hospicehope.org.uk

Visit our website - www.hospicehope.org.uk

Theme is: “Gratitude” or “I am grateful”
Great prizes to be won!


